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Learner Objectives
On completion of this activity, you should be able to:

Adult
1. Describe the difference between minor head trauma and moderate and severe head
trauma.
2. Identify the high-risk factors associated with minor head trauma and those
associated with decreased risk of intracranial injury.
3. Describe the clinical guidelines and decision rules for identifying patients at low risk
after minor head trauma who can safely forgo cranial CT scanning.
4. Identify the elements that should be included in emergency department medical
decision-making and discharge instructions.
5. Describe features of charting and discharge instructions that can help limit medical
malpractice exposure.
6. Incorporate strategies into your own practice to avoid cranial CT scanning in
patients with minor head trauma who are at low risk for intracranial injury.

PEDS
7. Explain the importance of selective imaging in pediatric head injuries.
8. Explain the differences in cancer risk from CT scan between pediatric and adult
patients.
9. Discuss the components of the PECARN criteria for pediatric head injury.
10. Apply the PECARN clinical decision rules to identify those with clinically significant
intracranial injuries while minimizing the need for ionizing radiography, procedural
sedation, and hospital admissions.
11. Discuss the rationale behind observation over diagnostic ionizing radiography with
parents and caregivers of children with low-risk head injury.
CME Statements
The American College of Emergency Physicians is accredited by the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians. The American College of Emergency Physicians designates this enduring
material for a maximum of 2.25 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should claim

only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
Approved by the American College of Emergency Physicians for a maximum of 2.25
hours of ACEP Category I credit.
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In accordance with the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support and policy of the
American College of Emergency Physicians, all individuals with control over CME content
(including but not limited to staff, planners, reviewers, and faculty) must disclose
whether or not they have any relevant financial relationship(s) to learners prior to the
start of the activity.
These individuals have indicated, that they have a relationship which, in the context of
their involvement in the CME activity, could be perceived by some as a real or apparent
conflict of interest (eg, ownership of stock, grants, honoraria, or consulting fees), but
these individuals do not consider that it will influence the CME activity.
There were no financial relationships to report
All remaining individuals with control over CME content have no significant financial
interests or relationships to disclose.
Disclosure of Commercial support:
In accordance with the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support and policy of the
American College of Emergency Physicians, the source of all support from commercial

interests (including “in-kind” support), or lack of commercial support, must also be
disclosed to learners prior to the start of the activity.
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The ACEP Guide to Completing ABEM MOC PI Activities, Module 4: Imaging in Patients
with Mild Traumatic Brain Injury is an online activity that will take approximately 2.25

hours to complete in its entirety. CME will be provided based on a passing score of 75%
for each course completed within the activity.
Target Audience: Emergency Physicians, Emergency Nurses, Nurse Practitioners,

Residents, Medical Students, Physician Assistants, Emergency Department Medical
Directors, Hospital Administrators, EMTs/Paramedics, and other healthcare providers
engaged in the practice of emergency medicine.
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Disclaimer
The American College of Emergency Physicians makes every effort to ensure that the
speakers of College sponsored CME activities are knowledgeable authorities in their
fields. Participants are nevertheless advised that the statements and opinions expressed
by speakers are those of the speakers, not of the College. The speakers’ statements
and opinions should not be construed as College policy or recommendations, and the
College disclaims any liability or responsibility for the consequences of any actions taken
in reliance upon those statements or opinions.

